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3 The following is the text of the speech delivered by the

Commender-in=-Chief Middle FEast (General Sir Harold Alexander)

on the occasion of the parade of 9th Aust ralian Divislion at

Gaza Airport on 22 Dec 42,
"officers, Warrent Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers, and men
of the Australian Imperial Force. These grave days we are living
in are the time for deeds rathsr than words, but when great deeds
have been done then it does no harm to“speak of them, and great deeds
you have done. : A : )

"The Battle of EL Alamein will meke history, and you are in the
proud position of having done a major part in that great victorye.
Your reputation as fighters has always been famous, but I deo not
‘balieve that you have ever fought with gfeater bravery or disti‘nétion‘
than you d.i.d'duriné that battle when you broke the German end _Itanan
armies in the Western Deser't_; Now you have added f.‘i‘:*esh lustre . to: *
your already 1llust;':=ious nemes, You;f' losses have been hea_vy'im‘tdgd, 2
but war is a hard and bloody ajffair,. and great v’iqtofi-e's cannot be
won without much: sacrifice." : :

Wit s al‘waﬁs‘ a fine and moving spéctac'le to ‘see, as I do today,
worthy me-n-who nave dne their &A-ty on the battlefield, assembled
on parade, and Yoo 1rnes fi_lléd again wiﬁh young recruits w-hd have
come to.-ta‘ke the- placés of your fallen comradés. To - them I"e'itiend :
a warm welcome and‘greet them as brothers-in-arms, and Weic.ome_ ‘them
to the forces of the llddle Ezst, which 1t 15 my honour té_ éommand.';

"ihat of the future? The fortunes of war have turned in our .
favour. We now have the initiative and will strike when we will and
where we will. It is we who will choose the future battle grouxids,”
and we will choose them where and when.'we can hit the enemy“hardesf.
There is a hard and ‘pitter. struggle shead before final victory. There
is much hard fighting to be ‘dones" .

"Tn the fluctuations. and changes of war individuals will know
change, some‘ will come, others will gb. Formatibr_ls will move from
one theatre to another, and wherej@; will be when the next battle is
fought I do not know., But wherever you are my thoughts will go with
you, T will follow you with interest, and watch your successes with
admir gﬁion. But there is one thought ﬁhich I will cherish above all

others = under my command fought the 9th Australian Division."



